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GEORGE EDWIN BERGSTROM 
	  
	 The Pentagon was 
built during the Second 
W o r l d W a r i n 
Washington D.C. in 
A r l i n g t o n C o u n t y , 
Virginia, USA, across 
the Potomac River, one 
of the most largest 
office building in the 
world, which is the center building for the United 
States Department of Defence with about 6.5 
million square feet (600000 m2) of floor space. 
The building was started in 11 September 1941, 
and few years later completed in 15 January 1943, 
with about 23000 military and civilians working 
in the Pantagon and 3000 in support personnel. 

	 The American and military architect George 
Edwin Bergstrom designed the Pentagon with 
John McShain as the main contractor. The cost 
was $83000000 which is equivalent in 2022 to 
$1280000000 and General Brehon Somervell 
provided the major impetus to gain Congressional 
approval for the project, Colonel Leslie Groves 
was responsible for overseeing the project for the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers which supervised it. 

	 Then came an attack on the 11 September 2001 
on the Pentagon by a crash plane that caused  
hundreds deaths on the military side as well the 
victims in the plane and huge damage on the 
building. The same time several planes hit the 
twin towers in New York City caused thousands of 
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deaths until the both buildings was destroyed 
from weight and demolished trough the level 
ground.  

	 People since then will never forget the history 
after a museum was created on the area  
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witnessing the tragedy and what we have lost. 
Although lots of objects still reminds the gravity of 
the events, we will always remember with 

consciousness that it may happen again and will 
always be ready to defend ourself without any 
delay at all. 
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	 The painting was inspired from the event and 
that creates the George Edwin Bergstrom portrait, 
painted in 2021 on a 240 x 180 cm huge canvas, as 
a young teen which shows a reflexion of a 
generation in a strenght position as 
well as a young man with ambitious 
projects as an a r c h i t e c t t h a t 
participates in building the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s o f 

America as 
a t r u e 

nation 
i n 

force 
a n d 

p o w e r 
w h e r e f r e e d o m 
stays for t h e p e o p l e 
o u r o n l y perspective and 
o u r o n l y h o r i z o n . T h e 
reason why the painting glows in the 
d a r k , t h e g i a n t fluorescent portrait 
e n l i g h t e n e d w i t h Blacklight tube, is to 
demonstrate a background of a picture that still 
might be hidden yet strengthens a kind of dark 
intensity, such Casper as a ghost, or a giant 
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handsome Frankenstein, but also to manifest a 
statement about destiny amongs Stars. On the very 
high upper side, the young man reaveals a face of 
kindness with soft feelings still emotional but not 
too smiley and in the opposite, all tensions is set 
on the above side. The sword probably shows what 
would might be his only true weapon but still, the 
hidden metallic gun wasn’t enough to complete his 
full protection, to be more aware, to avoid himself 
being the target of an attacker. 

	 Six stars on the right side on the black flag 
with metallic border line, reminds on a famous 
artist David Hammons where his black stars on 
green backround within black and red American 
strips flag provokes strong awkwardness and 
revolts, or even you may find the 555 on a star of 
h o p e f r o m 
R o b e r t 
I n d i a n a , a s 
w e l l i n t h e 
iconic Kerry 
J a m e s 
M a r s h a l l 
painting with 
the back of his model in front of a huge black star, 
we may find in another series of my own painting 
a Selfie Stars painted in 2024 and of course with 
all evidence the Paramount Movie and the thirteen 
stars. 

Eric Eriston Winarto,  1 & 2, February 2024 
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PHOTOGRAPHY 

The Pentagon, Virginia, USA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Pentagon

George Edwin Bergstrom, young soldier, in late 19th century
https://www.heirloomsreunited.com/2019/09/two-photographs-
of-george-bergstrom-by.html

United States of America Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army

Twin Tower, New York, USA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Trade_Center_(1973–2001)

Twin Tower attack, New York, USA
https://www.nydailynews.com/2022/09/10/remembering-the-
september-11th-terrorist-attacks/

The Pentagon attack, Virginia, USA
https://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/nation/graphics/attack/
pentagon_3.html

The Pentagon attack with George W Bush in front the 
Pentagon building, Virginia, USA
https://www.denverpost.com/2021/09/10/20-years-9-11-why-
werent-we-warned-gary-hart/

United States of America Department of Defense 
https://www.defense.gov

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
h t t p s : / / e n . w i k i p e d i a . o r g / w i k i /
United_States_Army_Corps_of_Engineers

The New York Times
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https://www.nytimes.com/international/
https://observer.com/2011/05/the-bin-laden-front-pages-2/

Washington Post
https://www.washingtonpost.com
https://www.businessinsider.com/osama-bin-laden-dead-front-
pages-2011-5?r=US&IR=T

David Hammons, in MOMA, New York, USA
https://www.moma.org/collection/works/222169

Robert Indiana
https://www.artestar.com/artists/robert-indiana

Kerry James Marshalll
https://jackshainman.com/artists/kerry_james_marshall

Eric Eriston Winarto, Selfie Stars, 2024, oil on canvas, 81 x 60 
cm
https://www.ericeristonwinarto.com/artworks/categories/
16/9771-eric-eriston-winarto-selfie-stars-2024/

Eric Eriston Winarto, Metallic Selfie, 2024, oil on canvas, 81 x 
60 cm
https://www.ericeristonwinarto.com/artworks/categories/
16/9773-eric-eriston-winarto-metallic-selfie-2024/

Paramount
https://www.paramount.com

Larry Rivers, screenprint on paper, Eric Eriston Winarto Private 
Collection Geneva Switzerland
https://www.ericeristonwinarto.com/artworks/9437-larry-rivers-
the-last-civil-war-veteran-1970/
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Andy Warhol, pencil on paper, Eric Eriston Winarto Private 
Collection Geneva Switzerland
https://www.ericeristonwinarto.com/artworks/9407-andy-warhol-
boy-drawing-circa-1950/

Eric Eriston Winarto, Selfie, 5 December 2022, Apple iphone 
photo, Geneva, Switzerland
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